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NEWSLETTER NO 52 – JUNE-JULY, 2017 
 
Firstly I apologise for again joining two months on one newsletter caused by Laptop problems 
while on holidays - which laptop problems hopefully I have now overcome. 
 
MINISTER UPTON’S VISIT 
The visit of Minister Upton to Old Bar Beach, as advised by Stephen Bromhead at his last visit to 
Old Bar, happened on June 28 and I am pleased to report that the community turned out in 
numbers to show Minister Upton that our beach is extremely important to us.  We urgently need 
“Community Support” to bring to attention of the State Government the very dire situation of 
our beach. (Gabrielle Upton is the NSW State Minister for the Environment, Minister for Heritage 
and Minister for Local Government). 
 
 SAND SCRAPING 
The purpose of the Minister’s visit was to announce the State Government funding of $45,000 
towards the sand scraping project in accordance with the very comprehensive study done by 
Geoff Love of MidCoast Council.  Geoff's report indicated that the latest start date for sand 
scraping as the 1st May. Unfortunately delays in the funding becoming available meant that we 
passed this desired commencement date.  MidCoast Council, who is providing the balance of 
$45,000, has advised that the starting date will be in spring or early summer. As the combined 
funding is for a one-off trial campaign, the start date is timed to work when the beach conditions 
are favourable, providing the greatest efficiency of the project which will mean a better result for 
our beach. 
 
DUNE FENCING and SAND TRAPS 
All the efforts of Barbara, Ian and co. have been lost.  They and their crew work so hard at beach 
restoration, dune care and removal of noxious weeds from our rain forest for nine months of the 
year, when they return from their 3 months holiday they will be devastated.  Pieta at Coastcare 
has been successful in obtaining an extension of our licence for dune fencing and she is keen to 
commence work from Badger’s Beach to the stabilised section of Wallabi Point.  The Federal 
Stronger Communities Program (where our previous funding came from) opened in June, but I 
am reluctant to apply for funding until we get the sand scraping finished.   
 
HAY BALES 
Members of our Coastal Team at MidCoast Council have seen success on other beaches with the 
use of “Hay Bales”, but as these are tied with a plastic type of string, for environmental reasons 
there has been delay in approval of their use from the Department of Industry Lands.  We are 
working on finding a satisfactory solution to this problem and will keep you informed.  Your 
committee is keen to investigate any method of protection for our beach until we eventually get 
sand nourishment from the various means that are available to us, commencing with the already 
approved “sand scraping”. 
 
 



NEW COUNCIL TO BE ELECTED - SEPTEMBER 
Administrator John Turner and Interim General Manager Glenn Handford have taken on a 
mammoth task with the amalgamation of three councils.  Glenn Handford is to be admired in 
that he ensures regular meetings with the various communities detailing the 
manner in which problems are being addressed.   The amalgamation was May 12, 2016, and on 
June 27, 2016, Handford visited at Badger’s beach with our group, took stock of the situation and 
appointed a project group, Tuckerman, Love and Staniland, who have worked untiringly since on 
preparing and applying for funding for studies, applying for grants to carry out the work and 
giving constant updates to the various groups involved, including our own OBBSRG.  It is to be 
hoped that with the election of the new council this successful workforce will be allowed to 
continue unchanged.  Every vote is important, so I suggest that when you cast your vote, vote for 
the candidates who have shown interest and visited our area since the amalgamation. 
 
MIDCOAST COUNCIL’S ACTION –  

 Work in progress-  Midcoast Council’s Old Bar Beach Project Manager, Andrew Staniland 
is continuously working on our “Old Bar Manning Point  Coastal Management Program 
(CMP)” and applying for funding with grants from State Government, but at the same 
time has to continue to finalise the “Manning Valley Coastal Zone Management Program 
(CZMP)” set down by the State Government way back in 2008.  He obtains great input 
from Richard Pamplin who worked hard on this CZMP up until the Amalgamation on May 
12, 2016.  It also has to be recognised that Gerard Tuckerman and Geoff Love are doing 
the serious “groundwork” behind the scenes. 

 The stormwater- The Racecourse Creek Floodplain Risk  Management Study & Plan is to 
be completed in 2017/2018 – as advised previously the preparation of this plan is 
essential as it will be included in the Old Bar Manning Point Coastal Management Plan.    

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND CAROL ISAACS 
Our footpath to the beach is underway and will hopefully be completed soon.  Recently the 
Chamber met with the NSW Minister for Tourism at an event hosted by Steve Bromhead at 
Forster.  The Chamber raised the need to introduce some tourism attractions to boost the 
economic development of our small town, particular suggestions being the building a Boardwalk 
from Mud Bishops to Wallabi along the coastline and development of an Info Centre in the CBD.   
Upgrading of toilets and showers at the beach was also stated as badly needed to enhance the 
beach area to tourists.  Carol states that he was very supportive of these ideas.  
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Attached is a membership form.  Some members have already completed and returned their 
renewals and $10 fee.  Our group needs the numbers to show the sincerity of the community in 
wanting “protection for Old Bar Beach”. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Our AGM will be held in late August, the date will be set at our committee meeting, Wednesday, 
August 19.  This date will be advised to all members immediately as it is set. 

REMEMBER 
“TO DO NOTHING IS DISASTER – WE MUST DO SOMETHING” 

MY MOTTO 
SAND ON THE BEACH “ANY WHICH WAY” 

ELAINE PEARCE – PRESIDENT – mob. 0407 229 145 


